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World Organisation for Animal Health

Intergovernmental organisation ®175 Members

Established in 1924: predates the UN

Permanent Regional Representations: Bamako (Mali), Buenos Aires (Argentina), Tokyo (Japan), 
Sofia (Bulgaria) and Beirut (Lebanon)

Sub-regional Offices: Bangkok (Thailand), Gaborone (Botswana), Panama, Brussels (Belgium), 
Tunis (Tunisia).

Regional Commissions: Africa, America, Asia-Pacific, Europe, Middle East



Veterinary services in todayªs world

Pathogens are transported around 

the world faster than the average 

incubation time of most epizootics.

Climate change and human behaviour

allow colonisation of new territories by 

vectors and pathogens 

e.gé

bluetongue in Europe; H1N1 influenza; H5N1 avian 

influenza; west Nile fever in the USA



Zoonoticpotential of animal pathogens

60% of human pathogens 
are zoonotic

75% of emerging diseases 
are zoonotic

80% of agents having a 
potential bioterrorist use 
are zoonoticpathogens 


